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THE OXHILL NEWS
December 2017   No. 517

Editors: Vanessa Druce 07972 240818  & Roger Goodman
news-editor@oxhill.org.uk

Katie, Reuben and Lisa organised the wonderful
‘Back in Time Whiskey & Gin Tasting Evening’



2

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE OXHILL NEWS
The editors welcome any pictures, photographs, drawings, poems, puzzles,
recipes, announcements or items of local news for possible inclusion in The
Oxhill News. Please email news-editor@oxhill.org.uk or place paper
contributions in the box labelled ‘The Oxhill News’ in the Church.

IMPORTANT NOTICE:
SUBMISSIONS FOR JANUARY EDITION MUST BE RECEIVED
BEFORE DECEMBER 18TH BECAUSE THE PRINTERS OF THE
OXHILL NEWS ARE SHUTTING EARLY OVER THE CHRISTMAS
SEASON.

MOBILE LIBRARY
The mobile library has books with large print, ordinary print, picture books,
children’s books, paperbacks, non-fiction, novels,sagas, crime, mysteries,
adventures, westerns and romance. The van has talking books, cassettes and
CDs.
The library van will continue to visit Oxhill every 3rd Friday, stopping at the
Village Hall at 14:30 and staying there for 30 minutes. The van will visit us
on December 1st and 22nd.  For further info please telephone: 01926 851031

REFUSE COLLECTION
Recycling and green waste bins (blue and green bins) will be collected on
Tuesdays December 12th and 26th.

The grey rubbish bins will be collected Tuesdays December 5th and 19th.

WEEKDAY WALKERS
Weekday Walkers usually walk on the 2nd and 4th Fridays of each month. If
you are interested in joining or to find out further information, please contact
Jim Saxton on 680613 or saxton@talktalk.net

THE PEACOCK
The village coffee morning is on Wed. December 6th at 10:30
am.

The village lunch is on Wednesday December 20th.
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OXHILL VILLAGE HALL
UPCOMING EVENTS AND NEWS

Coming next…

Monday 11 December
- Village Christmas
Lunch
For full details of this
year’s lunch please read
the reminder
announcement in this
Oxhill News.

Friday 22 December -
Beer and Bubbles
Night
Remember Beer and
Bubbles in Tysoe some
years ago, before they
built the fence by the
road which may yet turn into a wall! Well, Oxhill’s Beer and Bubbles has certainly
not fizzled out…

It’s a great way to mark the end of work before Christmas begins or wind down
after all those preparations made during the week.

Dress to impress and wear your posh frock; or black and white, a lounge suit or
jacket for the men.

Catch up with friends old and new, and celebrate by enjoying canapés and drinks,
with music in the background.

Tickets cost £12.50 each and include canapés plus two drinks.

To book tickets please contact Tricia Harbour tel 680676 or email
dandt@laurelhardy.co.uk

Coming soon…

Saturday 27 January - Burns Night
Full details in the January Oxhill News.

Christmas Lunch 2015
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OXHILL VILLAGE CHRISTMAS LUNCH
11TH DECEMBER 2017

This popular event will be held this year on Monday, December 11th at the
Village Hall starting at 12.30pm. There will be a welcoming Prosecco, Sherry
or fruit juice served on arrival and wine available throughout the meal. As usual
there will be a 3 course traditional Christmas Lunch, plus Mince Pies and
afterwards some entertainment. Transport to the Village Hall can be provided if
needed – please let me know.

This Lunch is open to anyone in the Village who is 65, or over and their
spouse/partner, whatever their age. Invitations have been distributed but if you
are entitled to attend and want to attend but have not received an invitation, please
contact me. Please note that there is a strong likelihood that with Village
demographics being what they are, we could potentially be over-subscribed!
Consequently, please RSVP promptly to avoid disappointment because we may
be forced to accommodate people on a first come / first served basis as the space
in the hall is limited.

Tricia Harbour 680676

CANDLELIT CAROL SERVICE, OXHILL CHURCH

Tuesday 19th December 7.30 pm

Don’t miss this wonderful opportunity to share Carols, readings, punch, mince
pies and to hear the beautiful voices of the Benefice Choir. The  church will
be lit by lots of candles so remember to bring a  torch, or candle in a jam jar
so you can read the Carol Sheets.  A lovely  evening to start the Christmas
Season.

St Lawrence Church Carol service in 2013
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DEANERY NEWS

December 3rd is Advent Sunday: across the Deanery this signals the start of
our reflecting about the forthcoming birth of Jesus, his coming into our midst,
and the waiting by a broken world for his presence. And that of course leads
into to Christmas itself, so across our Villages there will be Travelling
Nativities, Advent Carols Services, Nativity Plays, Crib Services, Carol Services
and then the main services of Christmas Day.  All are very welcome at these
special events, so please do join us if you can.

After Christmas comes Candlemas at the beginning of February. To mark it,
St. George’s Church, Brailes, is hosting a Royal School of Church Music ‘Come
and Sing’ Candlemas Eucharist on Saturday, February 3rd.  Anyone who
enjoys singing is really welcome to come along and join in.  All the music will
be provided.  Rehearsals (I think) begin at 2.30, and it will end in the early
evening.  Exact details will be available nearer the time.

Just after that, Deanery Synod will be meeting in Pillerton Village Hall on
Tuesday, February 6th at 7.30pm.  Our speaker will be Jerry Marshall, who
is Chief Executive of Germinate: The Arthur rank Centre – a organisation
committed to helping rural churches and rural communities to flourish.  Jerry
is a passionate and inspirational advocate of life in small rural churches, and it
will be lovely to welcome him.

So, as Advent begins:

Light looked down
and saw darkness.
I will go there, said Light.

Peace looked down
and saw war.
I will go there, said Peace.

Love looked down
and saw hatred.
I will go there, said Love.

So he,
the Lord of Light,
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the Prince of Peace,
the King of Love,
came down
and crept in
beside us.

John Bell from Cloth for the Cradle

As Christmas gets nearer, my profound
thanks to everyone who has donated to the
Carriers of Hope Appeal: the response has
been amazing (what else do we expect from
Oxhill).  We have just taken a very full
car-up, including the old Village Hall china
and cutlery that has now been replaced
(thanks again to someone’s generosity) –
so who knows where some of Oxhill will

end up. They asked us to thank the people of Oxhill very, very much.

Full details of our special Christmas services are elsewhere, but could I point out
that Sunday, December 3rd, is Advent Sunday, when the Travelling Nativity
will be launched around Whatcote and Oxhill at the special Communion Service
for Advent Sunday at 9.30am.

On Sunday, December 10th, it will be the Village Nativity Service, which will
be held not in the Church but in The Old Chapel at 9.30am. There will be Carols
and Christmas readings and a Nativity Play with the children, followed by cakes
and drinks, and possibly a visit from ??????.  All children are invited to join in:
there is a non-compulsory rehearsal on the Friday, December 8th at 5.30 pm in
The Old Chapel, or else just come in costume on the day.  Absolutely no acting
skills required! This is for everyone, so please do feel welcome.

Carols by Candlelight will be on Tuesday, December 19th  at 7.30pm, followed
by mulled wine and mincepies, and on Christmas Morning, which is Monday,
December 25th everyone is invited to celebrate together at the special Family
Communion Service for Christmas morning, when the Travelling Nativity will
be welcomed back into church.

Have a wonderful Christmas, celebrating the good news that God is with us.

Every blessing, Jill
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Dec. 3rd Advent Sunday, and launch of Travelling Nativity
  9.30 am  Holy Communion for Advent, followed by refreshments
Dec 6th 10.00 am Informal Holy Communion at Oddcote
Dec 8th 5.30 pm Rehearsal for Nativity in The Old Chapel
Dec. 10th Second Sunday of Advent

9.30 am in The Old Chapel: Village Nativity (and possibly a
visit
from …………………?), with cake and drinks

Dec. 14th 6.30 – 7.00pm Village Carol Singing with the Children
Dec. 17th Third Sunday of Advent
  9.30am Holy Communion for Advent, followed by refreshments
Dec. 19th 7.30pm  Carols by Candlelight, followed by mince pies and
mulled wine.
Dec. 24th Christmas Eve, 4th Sunday of Advent
  9.30 am  Quiet, reflective, said Advent Communion
Dec. 25th Christmas Day
  9.30 am Family Holy Communion of Christmas Day.
Dec. 31st Benefice Service in Tysoe at 11.00 am.

This year, we have decided not to send
Christmas cards to our friends and
neighbours in the village. Instead, we
will be making a donation to Great
Ormond Street Hospital.

We wish everyone in Oxhill a merry
Christmas and a very happy new year.

Anne, Jo, Mike and Milo
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LOST SCARF

Did you lose a scarf in the fields behind the Church.  I've Found it!   To claim
please phone 680349 and we can arrange for its return.

Happy Christmas to all.

Gaynor Van Dijk

MACMILLAN CANCER SUPPORT

Many thanks to everyone who supported my MCS Coffee Morning and Sale
held  in Lower Tysoe in November. It was a great success and although the
money has not been counted accurately yet I think we have raised in excess
of £2000 ,after expenses.

Thanks go to all those who donated money, we have received over £250 and
more promised.  Thanks to Beki for organising the printing and half the funding
of the Macmillan Christmas cards ( designed by Eileen man) The cards will
have raised around £170 when all the proceeds are in.

Should you wish to donate please give me a call.

Also thanks go to all those who contributed to the sale ie cakes, gifts etc,  to
Jenny Down for all the lovely flower arrangements and all the local traders
who donated raffle prizes.

A really big thank you goes to my wonderful team of helpers without you we
couldn't have done it.

My husband, Alan, has had a really hard time since finishing his radiotherapy
in October, but seems to have turned a corner and hopefully he will get his
voice back soon ( he is having speech therapy with his MACMILLAN team)
Lets hope he will be much better by the end of the year.

Jackie Thompson
01295 680263 / 07811 794634
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NEWS FROM KNIT AND NATTER

This year the Knit and Natter group are making poppies for part of a massive
display in St Mary’s church, Warwick for next November. These will
commemorate 100 years since the end of the First World War. If anyone else is
interested in making them please have a look at these websites for details and
patterns:
http://www.warwickpoppies.org. uk/
https://www.facebook.com/warwi ckpoppies2018/

We would be delighted to add yours to our lot when we send them in.

We are also knitting muffs for people with dementia. These are interesting!!!!!
They are decorated with odds and ends that can be fiddled with. If anyone has
any bits and pieces that might be useful for these – buttons, ribbons, old keys
etc - please let us have them. Details of this project can be found on:
http://www.theyarnloop.com/article/knit-for-dementia-patients-free-
twiddlemuff-pattern

We are also knitting little beasties for sale in aid of Macmillan Cancer charity.

The next meetings are on 30th November, 14th December then 11th January.

Any questions please contact Tricia on 680676 or Jane on 688364.
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Our November meeting heard Derek Bull talk about Reluctant Gardening.
Derek is a long term volunteer at Hidcote Manor Garden and his talk showed
many aspects of  Hidcote through the seasons.  On the basis of little work and
maximum return , we were urged to mow up leaves to create leaf mould and
mulch nearly everything to conserve moisture and  prevent weeds. Planting
things close together
and using grit as a
surface dressing also
helped stop weeds.  But
weeding little and often
saved lots of time in the
long run.. Examples of
drought resistant plants
and hardy perennials  to
save time and effort
were given. A glass of
wine when pruning was
recommended !  Why ?
It just made the job
more pleasurable.

Our Christmas Party on 7th December is now fully booked, but please make a
note of the January 11th meeting. When Pauline Pears will be talking about
her Desert Island Vegetables -  intriguing !  Visitors, as always, are welcome.

Peter Rivers Fletcher

CARERS 4 CARERS

Friday 8th December 10.30 – 12 noon: Carers4Carers meeting at Kineton
Village Hall. Come help us celebrate our 5th birthday with some early
Christmas cheer and a mince pie!  Please let us know in advance if you would
like us to look after your loved one in our Companionship Group.

For more details, including help with transport, phone Gillian on 01926
640203/07947 893504.

Hidcote Manor Garden
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Minutes of a meeting of Oxhill Parish Council held on
Tuesday 7th November at 8.00pm in the Village Hall.

The meeting, chaired by Grenville Moore was attended by Councillors, Derek
Harbour Stuart Whittaker and Duncan Harper, apologies were received from
Sue Hunt. Councillor John Fielding, Ward Member for Red Horse attended.

Minutes – Minutes of the previous meeting were read, agreed and signed.

Matters arising

Speeding radar- Warwickshire County Council will be contacted again for an
update on progress. Speeding has also been reported on the road out of Oxhill
towards Kineton as people come over the brow of the hill. A letter will be sent
to Jaguar Land rover as it has been noted that at particular times of day
speeding vehicles are of these makes and models. Proposed by Stuart Whittaker
and Seconded by Duncan Harper. Councillor John Fielding will support this
measure.

Footpath Bridge – Transport and Highways will be contacted for an update as
no work has been carried out to date.

Damage to the Village Hall Bin- The bin has now been replaced.

Code of Conduct – All Councillors were given a copy of the new code of
Conduct a decision of whether to adopt it will be made at the January meeting.

Defibrillator – The village now has a defibrillator, the landlord of the Peacock
Inn will be approached to see if it can be located temporarily there. More
permanent outside storage will be obtained and a permanent location found in
the centre of the village. Training will be available for up to 40 residents. The
Parish Council would like to Thank Ed Morgan for supplying the defibulator.

Planning – Permission has been approved for: A replacement staircase at
Homestead. Felling of trees at Flexloe House, Blackford House and the
Homestead. Two houses at the rear of Oakwoods House.
Planning pending: land adjacent to Oxbourne House and land off Church Lane.
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Finance
Web site – Payments were made for the renewal of the domain name of £14.27
and the quarterly charge at £19.76. Proposed by Grenville Moore and seconded
by Duncan Harper.
Transparency fund – Funds to the total of £248.40 have been received in order
to meet the requirements.
Precept – The final payment of £1,500 has been received.

Correspondence
Audit – New legislation has been received regarding the audit process for parish
Councils. As Oxhill has a very small income and expenditure it is possible to
opt out of part of the process. The Parish Clerk will consult Stratford District
Council as to the implications of this.
Rural Development Programme funding – All Parish Councillors have been sent
information regarding this for their consideration. All bids must be completed
by the end of January.

Any other Business
Leys Field – Work has been reported during the past few days on the field,
Councillor John Fielding with consult with the planning officer to ascertain
whether this has been permitted or whether the restrictions imposed remain until
a decision on planning has been made.

County Councillor’s Report – A report was provided by County Councillor Chris
Williams, was read out and a copy sent to all Councillors.

Report by Councillor John Fielding– A report was given by Councillor Fielding
identifying that the Judicial review for the Hornton Hospital will take place.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.04 pm. Date of the next
meeting 9th January 8.00pm in the Village Hall.

Lis Stuart
Parish Clerk
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TYSOE CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL

The children were very excited to welcome Dominick Cunningham, a
top GB gymnast, to demonstrate his talents and lead a fitness
workshop. He inspired the children with his passion for training for
a place at the 2020 Olympic Games in Tokyo. He also stressed the
need to show perseverance in all areas of sport. A sponsored event
proved very popular, with a total of £1300 raised to purchase sports
equipment for school and to sponsor the GB athlete programme.

Recently the whole school had a week of practical maths and reasoning
skills which produced great displays of work. We also hosted an
Architecture Workshop when all the children participated in
different activities to learn about building structures. The younger
children had fun constructing tetrahedrons. They worked together
and even managed to all sit inside their framework. The children
learnt about the strength of different shapes and used technical
mathematical language. Rowan and Silver Birch made large
octahedrons which stacked to almost reach the hall ceiling! Willow
Class used new skills to work in teams and create amazing bridges.

Training session led by Gymnast Dominick Cunningham
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We continue to participate in community events which included Year
1 visiting the Kendrick Homes building site in the village, to see the
dramatic unveiling of the winning safety poster designed by Poppy.
On another occasion, the oldest children took part in a Remem-
brance Service at the war me-
morial led by Canon Moffatt.
The children had all created a
poppy tribute which was laid
and the children read poems
and prayers that they had writ-
ten.

Please join us in the Tysoe Vil-
lage Hall on Saturday 2nd De-
cember 1 - 3pm for our
Christmas Fair. Visits to view
the school are always welcome.
Contact Mrs Horrocks on 01295
680244

Building Bridges in the Architect Project
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URGENT CHRISTMAS APPEAL

We have been fortunate in that one of the villagers has provided the village
with a battery operated Defibrillator for free and will arrange training in its
use, also free but what we do not have is a cabinet to store it in. The plan is
to site the cabinet on the wall of the Peacock Pub and it will be locked with
a ‘code pad’ and all villagers will be provided with the code to unlock it.

The cost of a suitable, weatherproof
cabinet is approximately £550, including
VAT so we are looking for donations from
as many people in the village as possible
to cover this cost. When we have raised
sufficient cash, the Parish Council will
buy the cabinet and install it at no cost to
the village.

How do you make a donation? Well there
will be collection ‘tins’ at all forthcoming events up to Christmas. We are
planning a fund-raising quiz for 19 January (see next month’s News) and you
can always put a cheque or some money through the letterbox of one of the
Parish Councillors, names and addresses are shown below:

Grenville Moore – Peacock Cottage, Main Street; Derek Harbour – Laurel
Cottage, Blackford Way; Duncan Harper, Hillox House, Whatcote Road or
Stuart Whittaker, The Stables, off Rouse Lane.

We have been fortunate to be given this ‘lifesaver’ at no cost, the least we can
do as a community is to pay for a cabinet to properly house it!
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CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT

A magical setting in the lonely Victorian church on Winderton Hill

Join us for another atmospheric and truly authentic Victorian evening of song
and music as Winderton Church opens its historic doors.

Since its closure in the 1970’s the church has been rarely used It’s dark, on a
hill and windy but it will be filled with candle light as we prepare for Christmas.

Join us for a memorable evening of song and experience how the coming of
Christmas would have been celebrated 100 years ago

Sunday 10th Dec 6pm

Wrap up warm and bring a torch for the path

Because of overwhelming demand last year we are asking for you to pick up
tickets for entry so we can control numbers. Tickets are free but please collect
from Baldwins Newsagents in Brailes or Tysoe Stores. Donations please to
raise funds for the upkeep of the church and for mulled wine and mince pies.
There will be a limited number of tickets on the door on the night. If you can’t
collect tickets please call Carole Foster 07341 070774 and they will be
allocated for you to collect on the night as you come in.
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JUBILATE
STOUR SINGERS’ DECEMBER CONCERT

Singing carols together in December is one of the lovely features of Christmas
time, and you are invited to do just that at Stour Singers’ concert on 9th
December in St. Edmund’s Church. The carols complement the choir’s
performance of Bach’s Cantata “Gloria in Excelsis Deo”, and Kuhnau’s “Uns
Ist Ein Kind Geboren”. Soprano soloist, Robyn Allegra Parton returns to us
to sing Mozart’s glorious “Exsultate Jubilate” – pure joy!

Stour Singers have cemented their collaboration with the Birmingham
Conservatoire- based Queen’s Park Sinfonia, who return to play for this
concert. Two soloists from the conservatoire take the tenor and mezzo-soprano
roles in this performance, together with bass baritone Alistair Donaghue, who
made his debut with Stour Singers in Handel’s Saul in May this year.

Richard Emms started this choir 42 years ago now, and continues to wield
the baton, and manage the 80 or so singers, to bring together some very
expressive and enjoyable performances. The choir would love to see you at
their concert on 9th December, at 7.30.p.m. in St. Edmund’s Church, Shipston.
Tickets cost just £12.50, and are available from R. Clarke in Shipston’s High
Street, or on the door. There is no charge to accompanied children.

The Singers enjoy their carols greatly, and will be visiting both Ellen Badger
Hospital and Low Furlong Residential Home to sing for and with the patients
and residents on Thursday evening 14th December.

If you would like to know more about Stour Singers, or to join us, do get in
touch with Yvonne Ridley, choir coordinator, on 01789 269587. Next May’s
concert will be Faure’s Requiem and Rutter’s Magnificat.
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WOT2Grow Community Orchard

We are well into the end of the year work at the orchard.
The apples are all picked, the summer raspberries ready
for next year, the

weeding is under way and the
grease is round the trees to catch
the winter moths.

We are ready to plant some new
autumn raspberry canes which
should ensure we have a good crop
next year and replace some of the
old canes which are diseased. The
new lined beds had the soil
removed and replaced with
screened top soil and compost so it
hopefully will be a great growing
environment.

All that we do now makes sure we
have fruit next year so it is really
important.

WAES HAEL DRINK HAEL!!!

Yes we will be holding the Wassail ceremony at the orchard on Saturday
20th January 2018 from 4:30pm onwards. The traditions will be
observed and there will be lots of singing and keeping warm around the
big bonfire accompanied by food and drink! For the first time we will
have live music and Morris dancing!! Do reserve the date and watch
out for posters with the details! It is suitable for all ages so come along
with the whole family.

So do come along to see us, maybe help out, and enjoy your community
orchard behind the allotments along the Shenington Road in Tysoe!
Why not join us and enjoy the fruit we grow.

Big beautiful Medlars ripening
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Contact one of us for more information : Liz Atkinson (680045), Paul
Sayer (680451), Sue and Mike Sanderson (688080) or see the website
www.wot2grow.co.uk

Silver Birch in the Windbreak Autumnal Pears

WISHING ALL OUR READERS A WONDERFUL
CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR!
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WHAT’S ON IN & AROUND OXHILL

December

Friday 1st              14:30       Village Hall - Mobile Library
Monday 4th    10:00  Aerobics Village Hall
Tuesday 5th     Grey landfill bin collection
Wednesday 6th      10:30       The Peacock - Village Coffee Morning
Friday 8th                 9:30       Weekday Walkers
Friday 8th  10:30-12:00 Carers4Carers Meeting
Saturday 9th        19:30  Christmas Cracker Concert Shipston
Saturday 9th   19:30  Jubilate, Stour Singers Concert
Sunday 10th   15:00  Nutcracker Townsend Hall
Sunday 10th   18:00  Christmas Carols Winderton Church
Monday 11th   12:30  Village Christmas Lunch
Tuesday 12th     Green & Blue bin collection
Thursday 14th   14:00  Knit & Natter, Village Hall
Friday 15th     Oxhill News submission deadline
Monday 18th    10:00  Aerobics Village Hall
Tuesday 19th     Grey landfill bin collection
Tuesday 19th    19:30  Candlelit Carol Service Oxhill Church
Wednesday 20th     12:30  The Peacock - Village Lunch
Friday 22nd            9:30       Weekday Walkers
Friday 22nd         14:30       Village Hall - Mobile Library
Friday 22nd        Beer & Bubbles Village Hall
Tuesday 26th     Green & Blue bin collection

January

Saturday 27th      Burns Night, Village Hall


